THE ROMANCE OF PLAYING CARDS
The first paper currency ever issued in America consisted
of IOU notes written on the backs of playing cards in 1685
by Jacques de Meulles, French governor in Quebec. In a
country where paper was scarce, cards were also used for
any number of other purposes. Legend has it, for example,
that Lord Jeffrey Amherst used to write social invitations
on them for his balls and soirees, a custom, incidentally,
which is still socially smart.
The custom of using playing cards for other purposes than
games was not restricted to the New World in early days.
There are cards in existence carrying the notation in French
that the bearer is an " authorized " workman for the purpose
of demolishing the Bastille in Paris at the time of the Revo-
lution. In 1765 in Philadelphia, however, cards were put
to what is probably the strangest use of all time: they
were admission tickets to classes at the University of
Pennsylvania.
From the Atlantic seaboard playing cards naturally
moved westward with the pioneers and early settlers; by
the middle of the nineteenth century they were already
America's most popular form of recreation. The works of
such great American writers as Mark Twain, Bret Harte
and 0. Henry are full of references to card players and card
games, and some of the most colorful legends of all the West
are concerned with them; for example, the story of Wild
Bill Hickock's ten of spades, from which he once shot out
all the suit signs at 12 paces.
LEGENDS BEHIND THE CARDS
During the course of more than five hundred years, it is
natural that many of the cards in the playing-card deck
have gained a special significance and romance. One of the
best examples is the nine of diamonds, which since the
eighteenth century has been called "the curse of Scotland"
because in 1746 the Duke of Cumberland wrote an order on
this card commanding his soldiers to have no mercy on the
Scottish troops captured at the Battle of Calloden.
The six of hearts is a symbol of loyalty and honesty at
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